RURAL 


DISTRICT 


-H-A.-J-^T  E A'  D 


REPORT  OF  THE  '’^EDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
J.S.RANSON  ILR.C.  S'.‘,L.R.  C.P.  ,D..P.H. 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


SECTION  A - Statistics  and  Social ' Condi tions - of  the  area. 

Area  In  acres 77,089 

Population  (Registrar  General' s 'Es timate  ) . 15,940 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1946) 
according  to  the  Rate  Books... 5j54l 

Rateable  Value £55,187 

Sum  represe-nted  b'^''  a penny  rate £229*  2.6. 

Extracts  ii»om  vital  statistics;  - 

Total . "tale . Female . 

Live  births; 

Legitimate  254  129  125 

Illegitimate  20  3 12 

Still  births'.  ‘5  4 1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 17.1 

Still  birth  rate  D:r  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 17.9 

Deaths  (Registrar  General's  estimate) 227 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  popalation 14.2 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; - 

Total  deaths 7 

“D'ra'lftiS-'-'0-f"-all  .inf ants  per  1,000  live  births 25-5 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births... 15.7 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births.’..' ' 150.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 35 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) Nil 

Deaths  from  Mhooping  Cough  (all  ages) Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 year s ).........  1 


1 


Df?aths  at  the  various  A[:,e  Groups,  1946. 
(Registered  and  Transferred). 


Age  Group. 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  2 years 

2 and  under  5 years 

5 and  under  15  years.  ... 

15. and  under  25  years  ... 

25.  .and  under  35  years 

35  and  under  45  years  ... 

45  and  under  55  years  . i.  . 

55  and  under  65  years  ... 

65  and  under  75  years  . . . 

75  and  upwards.  ...  ... 

SUCTION  B - Health  Services  of 


Number  of  Deaths . 


Registered 

■ Transferred 

3 

3 

. . ...  1 

- 

. . .... 

1 

. . ■ ...  2 ■ 

- 

2 

1 

... 

1 

5 

6 

...  7. 

-Z. 

18 

12 

43 

11 

77 

27 

fOTALS  163 

65 

the  Area. 

Staff*. 


J.S.  Ranson,  ^'.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.^., 

Nedical  officer  of  Health. 

G.F.  Dearman,  A.R.S.I.,  7. 3. I. A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyvsr. 

The  ambulance  Service  and  Laboratory  Facilities  remain  the 
same  as  in  former  years. 

SECTION  C ~ Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

Rater  Supplies. 

Piped  Supplies.’  ' ' • • . 

Paris  Co.lne,  Colne  Engaine  & part  of  'Thite  C^lne . 

Quality  - Satisfactcry . 

Quantity  - Satisf actcry  . 

Bacteriological  Examina tions : - 
' ' ■ 1 (result  satisfactory). 

Oastle  Hedingham. 

Quality  - Satisfactory. 

Quantity  - Satisfactory. 

Bacteriological  Examinations; - 

1 (result  satisfactory). 
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steeple  Bumpstead.  and  Helions  Bump stead. 

'Quality  --  Satisfactory. 

Quantity  - -Poor  pressure  from  mains. 

Supply  from  Saffron  V^aldon  R.D.  Scheme. 

No- record,  of  hapteriological  examinations. 

Bures  Hamlet. 

Quality  - . Satisfactory. 

Quantity  - . Satisfactory. 

Supply  from  Lexden  and  Winstree  R.D.  Scheme. 

No  record  of  hacteriological  examinations. 

Sihle  Hedingham.  (part  of  parish) . 

(i)  Piped  supply  from  I-'Iessrs.  Rippers  Works. 

. . luali.ty  . Satisfactory. 

Quantity  - Satisfactory. 

No  record  of  analyses. 

(ii)  Council's  piped  supply  (Alexandra  Road).  • 

lual-ity  - Sa  tis-factory . 

• • luantity  --  Sa ti-S-fac  tory . 

Analysis  1.  Result  satisfactory.  ■ 

(iii)  Piped-  supply  to  Mr.  Gih.s.on’s  hun.^alows i 

Quality  - Satisfactory.  • 

Quantity  - Satisfactory,  ■ 


No  analysis, 

Plumho-Solvent  Action. 

No  water  supply  in  the  district  has  plumho-solvent  action. 
Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contam.ina tion'k-.- 

None. 


P-ar  t i cu 


-ma-ins  .• 


lars  -0 


f houses  and  population  supplied,  hy  water 


-Direct  to  Houses. 

By  means  of 

Stand pipe 3. 

. No*  of  . 
-Houses 

Popula- 

tion. 

No.  of 
Houses , 

Popula- 

tion. 

■Earls  Colne.- 

- . 400 

1600 

Colne  Engaine. 

100 

400 

•Oastl-e-  -HedinghaiT 

. . ■ 50 

. 200 

150 

600 

Sihle  Hedingham. 

• - 200 

-800 

Steeple  Bumps  tea 

'd.-  150 

600 

20 

100 

■ Helions  Burapstea 

... 

jd.  40  ■ • 

- 160 

90 

340 

Bures  Hamlet 

85  • 

350 

- 

- 

- 3 - 


Furaps  repaired  

Pumps  inspected  ...  * 

Standpipes  repaired.  ...  ...  • 

Services  repaired...  ....  ...  * 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired  ... 

New  Services  ^ ... 

Ram  supplies  cleansed  and  repaired  . 

’*  " ^ inspected  ...  . . . ' 

Inspections  re  above  and  Waterv/orks 

Peter  reading  ...  

Analysis  fa)  Private  

(1))  ^Fublic  ...  ... 


• • • • • 

*4  • • • 

4 • 

• • • • • 


• • • • • 

inspections 


• • • t • 


83 

31 

15 

10 

2 

9 

5 

12 

50 

103 

12 
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Nuisances. 

Complain{;s  received  and  dealt  with  ...  13 

Disinfections. 

Infectious  diseases  - Inspections  and  disinfections  21 

Knackers'  Yards  ...  ...  11 

Food. 


Visits  to  slaughter  houses 
Pigs  inspected  ...  ... 

Other  food  inspections  . . . 
Shops  inspected  ...  . . . 

Bakehouses  

Cowsheds  inspected. . ... 

Improvements  ‘to  Cowsheds.. 
Milk  samples  ...  ... 

Dairy  Inspections...  ... 

' * 

Drainage  and*  Sewerage. 


6 

9 

14 
20 

6 

69 

15 
7 

12 


The  relaying  of  the  sewer  in  Foundry  Lane ^ Earls  Colne  was 
commenced. 

100  yards  of  sewer  ditch  by  the  school  playground  at  Ridgewell 
has  been  piped  in. 


Drainage. 


Sewer  ditches  inspected ...  ...  6? 

Sewers  inspected  ...  ...  ...  22 

Sewers  repaired  ....  •..  ...  ...  ...  17 

Cesspools  etc.  inspected.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Repairs  and  improvements..  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sewage  works  inspections  etc  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Drains  inspected  fold)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Drains  inspected  (new)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Conversions  f pails  to  W. C.s)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Conversions  (privies  to 'pails)..,  ...  ...  ... 

New  pai.1  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l6 


Factor ies , and  workshops  - inspections.  ...  ...  14 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  52 

Tents,  Caravans,  etc ...  ...  ...  4 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  .,.  ...  ...  2 

War  Damage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Local  Fuel  Overseer  inspections  ...  ...  ...  55 

Shelter  inspections ... 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Building  Licences  inspections...  ....  ...  ...  630 

Building  Licences  granted,  ...  ...  ...  ...  657 

refused  - 22.  reduced  - 2. 
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SECTION  D,  - HousiriR. 

Elsewhere  in  the  report  it  will  he  seen  that  the  Council  have 
huilt  10  houses  during  the  year  and  92  permanent  houses  and 
prefahr icated  houses  are  at  the  present  time  in  the  course  of 
erectionr  The  completion ’ of  these  houses  will  undoubtedly  ease 
ice  housing  problem' of  the'Distridt.  ' In  addition  to  this  a 
number  of  houses  are’being' recohstructed  and  repaired. 

The  survey  of  houses'of  the'worklng  classes  is  in'  progress 
and  this  survey  will ' show' a' cons iderabld  number  of  houses  which  must 
be  placed  in  the  demolition'  class.  Thtre  are  in  the  District  a 
large  number  of  houses  the'  original  cons tru’ction  of  which  was  so 
poor  that  anything  'in’  the'  way  of  theif  reconstruction  cannot  be  con- 
sidered, Some  of  'th'ese  have  alr'eady’  b'een  reconstructed  under  the 
housing  Rural  Worker's'  Act'  and  th'e'  survey  may  Show  that  they  once 
again  will  be  place’d'  'in  the'  lov/est  category.  The  time  has 
undoubtedly  come  when  the  rural  worker  is  entitled  to  and  able  to  • 
afford  better  housing'  con'd'i't ion's  With' m'odern  facilities  of  water 
supply j sewage  disposal  and  electric  supply.  In  addition  to  this 
houses  wherever  possible  rriust  be  accessible  to  'bus  services. 

Pi om  this  it  follows  that  most  careful  consideration  must  be  given 
to  ihe  siting  of  houses.  It  seems  that  they  must  be  grouped 
togetner  where  the  above  mentioned  services  are  available.  In 
additfon  to  this  the  Council  shou'ld  fcrmulute  plana-  to  -a-dapt  -th-eir 
emiati;ig  Council  Houses  a's'  'far  ‘as  pos's'i'ble  by  the-  -provrs-i-on  of-  • 
such  services,'  The  comp'r'e'hens'iVe  water  sc'he'me  s'hcruld  provide  most 
of  them  wish  a piped  water'  supply.  'Sdme , f arm  of -drainage  must  then 
be  installed  'and  no  longer  'shouTd  was'td  wate’r  be  •collected  in  a 
bucket  under  the  sink  and 'disposed  of 'on  the ‘garden  soil.'  Further 
than  this  plans  should  be  'formed  'by  building  'annexes  to  provide  all 
Council  House's  with  bathrooms.  ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' - ' ’ ' ■ ' ’ ' ' 

The  great  question  at  ‘the  'present  'time'  'is  as  ‘to  whether  ■ ■ • 
additicnal  houses  should  be  built  at 'ail  in ‘parishes  that  will  not 
in  ISO  '.■ear  future  be  pro'ti'ded 'with  se'wage  ‘disposal  ‘schemes  and 
■'.r e r x'i  would  not  be  ad'visab'l'e  to ‘f'dlly  ‘develops  some  'villages 
a a ir.-e  e/rpens'e  of  others.'''  It 'ni'dst  be 'borrie  ‘in  raihd  that  the 
S'  '-ic  irom  one  or  two  isolated ‘houses  ' can 'be  satlSfac tohily 
disposed  of  by  means  of  cesspits ‘or  septic  ' tanks / ‘but  that  a group 
of  cc^tages  in  excess  of  this  number  supplied  with  piped  water 
supply  and  oaths  will  certainly  require  some  modified  form  of  sewage 
disp.osal.  The  shortage  of  houses  at  the  present  time  has 
engo-ndered  the  view  that  anything  in  the  way  of  a house  is  of  some 

■■  There  is  some  danger  in  such  an  opinion  as  there  are  a 
lumber^  of  houses  in  "the  District  which  are  so  damp  that  their 
I'.no. 01 'oation  is  detrimental  to  health.  ' Host  of  these  houses  were 
bad  prior  to  the  wnr , have  had  fev/  or  no  repairs  during  the  past 
8 years  and  are  nov\^  in  such  a state  that  the  Council  by  condemning, 
them  should  protect  the  health  of  those  who  by  the  present  housing 
sho.-^tage  are  tempted  to  inhabit  them. 


The  gradual  disappearance  of  this  type  of  property  is  of  equal 
imppr i.ance  ^ to  the  building  of  new  houses  and  their  value  in  the  open 
market  ar:  the  present  time  bears  no  relation  to  their  intrinsic 
vy'''th 

At  tie  present  time  plans  are  being  received  for  the 
recons "nuction  of  many  houses  by  private  enterprise.  These  plans 
mui'"-  ■-'loi.  be  passed  unless  they  will  in  all  respect  bring  the 
T to  the  standard  of  requirements  of  today.  'In  this 

.1  there  are  two  noteworthy  items-  ground  dampness  of  site  and 

. .Ci-.  01  head  room  in  many  of  the  older  houses. 


ai-sic  subject  to  deraplitipn  orders  made, prior  to  1939  are  still 
Several  of  these  houses  have  fallen  into  an  advanced 
■'■'t  decay, 

' - 5'  • • • 
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In  view  of  the  progress  made  in  the  erection  of  houses  and 
conversion  and  reconstruction  of  existing  houses  it  is  strongly 
recommended  that  action  should  he  taken  hy  the  Council  to  secure 
the  demolition  of  a proportionately  small  number  of  unfit  houses 
immediately. 

Reconditioning  Inspections  ...  ... 

Houses  Inspection  (routine)  ...  ...  ... 

Houses  complaints  and  inspections  . . ♦ ... 

Interviews  re  housing  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Council  House  repair  inspection.  ...  ... 

Housing  sites  and. new  works  ...  ...  ... 

•Private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Town  Planning  inspections.  ...  ...  ... 

Overcrowding  inspections..  ...  ...  ... 

Council  House  Survey  (Rents)  ... 

Rural  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Council  Houses  erected  during  1946... 

No.  of  Council  Houses  in  course  of  erection^ 

December  j 1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 


30 

82 

10 

134 

562 

183 

10 

2 

450 

584 


SECTION  E.  - Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Unsound  Food  surrendered  during  the  year  1946. 

Deef...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Pork...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Sausage  Rusks.  ...  ...  ,.  . . ... 

Cooking  Pat.  , . ...  

Stewed  Steak..  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Chopped  Ham.  . .'  ...  ...  ....  • . . 

Peat  and  Vegetables.  ...  ...  .... 

Pish  ...  ...  . .^.  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Che  esc..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *. 

« dam  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Nestles  Pull  Cream  Milk...  ...  

Evapora*ted  i'ilk  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Baked  Beans. . , ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

X'  rui  t...  ...  ...  ...  i..  ...  .. 


162  lbs. 
112  lbs. 
224  lbs. 
168  lbs. 
47  tins. 
1-  tin. 

3 tins. 
19  tins. 

7 lbs. 
18  lbs. 

8 tins. 
39  tins. 

9 tins. 
9 tins. 
2 tins. 

4 lbs. 


SECTION  P.  - Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 
Diseases. 


Total  cases 
notified. 


Scarlet  Pever  4 
Hcaslos  ■ 26 
VVhooping  Cough ^ 22 
Pneumonia  6 
Infective  Jaundice  5 
Polio  Myelitis.  1 


Cerebro  Spinal 
Pood  Poisoning 
Erysipelas 


Meningitis  2 
1 
1 
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Tuberculosis . 

Gases  notified:- 

Adults  - Pulmonary  ... 


Adults  ~ Non-pulmonary. 

Children  - Pulmonary.  . . 

Non-pulmonary 


Cases  admitted  Total 

to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

3 0 

1 C 

0 0 

0 4 

2 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

_o  J2 

6 4 


...Hale  7 
Pemale  0 
. . . JIale  0 
Pemale  1 
...Male  1 
...Male  1 


Pemale  4 
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Deaths 

Adults  - Pulmonary  

Adults  “ Non- pulmonary  

Children  •••  •••  ••• 

Cases  renotified  on  taking  up  residence 

Deaths  of  persons  renotified  

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


. . . Male  1 

Female  2 

...  0 
. 4 t ''  1 

in  this  District  5 
Nil 


This  work  has  been  carried  on  during  the  year.  The  response 
is  excellent.  22?  children  were  immunised  at  Clinics  during  and 
the  year  and  others  privately  by  their  own  Doctor.  Children  not 
immunised  in  the  District  are  those  of  a few  parents  who 
persistently  object. 


J.  S.  RANSON. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
17th  Septemberj 


1947. 


